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otherwise an ass; whom the gods at first.           Mm enter

in such pomp, rose and saluted, taking him for one worthy
of honour and high place; and whom Jupiter, perceiving
what he was, turned with his retinae into butterflies, who
continued in pied coats roving about among the gods and the
wiser sort of men. Something of this kind here happened,
when wisdom and folly, vice and piety, learning and gaiety,
terrible earnest even to death and light frivolity, jostled each
other in the stately precincts of Parnassus and Olympus."

In these social  frivolities   Falkland took little part
Already the heavy clouds of depression were beginning to
overshadow his sanguine and sunny temper.   They deepened
as the sad months of fratricidal war went on, and as the
prospects of peace faded further and further into distance,
Not even the Royalist victories in the field availed to lift
them.    But even now there were moments when the old
gaiety broke out.    One such is recorded by Clarendon.
The King appears to have prided himself upon an apprecia-
tion of style, and to have somewhat resented Falkland's
alteration of his memoranda: " My Lord Carleton,"1 said
the King,  "ever brought me my own sense in my own
words; but my Lord Falkland most commonly brought
me my instructions in so fine a dress that I did not always
own them,"2   Some hint to this effect may have reached
Falkland's ears.    At any rate he took quick advantage of
the King's weakness on the point.    " His Majesty one day
speaking with the Lord Falkland very graciously concerning
Mr. Hyde, said he had such a peculiar style, that he could
know any thing written by him, if it were brought to him
by a stranger, amongst a multitude of writings by other
men.    The Lord Falkland answered, he doubted his Majesty
could hardly do that, because he himself, who had so long
conversation and friendship with him was often deceived ;

1 Afterwards Viscount Dorchester, Secretary of State, 1628-32.
3 Warwick, Memoires, p. 72, ap. Lewis. his sufferings, and to encourage his known abilities (for which
